DIPLOMATIST

trees.x This jocose conversation was reported by Platen to
Hanover, and brought to the knowledge of Klenze, the
Director-General of the Taxes, who transacted customs
business with Manteuffel, and in me hated the squire as a
Liberal bureaucrat would, He had nothing better to do
than to send garbled information out of Platen's report to
Manteuff el, making out that I was labouring to bring
about his fall. On my return from Vienna to Berlin on
July 8, I experienced the outward effects of this tattling.
It took the form of a coolness in my relations with my
chief, and I was no longer invited as formerly to live
at his house when I came to Berlin. My friendly re-
lations with General von Gerlach also came in for sus-
picion.

The recovery of Count Arnim allowed me to terminate
my residence at Vienna, and brought to nought for the
time being the King's former design of appointing me as
Arnim's successor. Even, however, if his recovery had
not taken place, I should not have cared to take up his
post, as I already had the feeling that the way I had come
forward at Frankfort had made me persona ingrata in
Vienna. I was afraid that they would continue to treat me
as a hostile element there, make my service difficult, and
discredit me at the Court of Berlin, which it would be
easier to do by means of Court correspondence if I was
employed at Vienna than by way of Frankfort.

I remember conversations on the subject of Vienna
at a later period during long railway journeys when I
was alone with the King. At those times I took the line
of saying: ' If your Majesty commands, I will go thither,

1 Cf. Bismarck's letter written to Manteuffel in Prussia, July 23, 1852,
in the Proceedings of the Federal Diet, iv. 99 &c.
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